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Wisconsin Shares Child Care does not allow Categorical 

Eligibility for any groups of  family types. 

Foster care, Subsidized Guardians, Interim Caretakers, Tribal 

Placements, and Relatives with Court-Ordered Placement who 

receive the Kinship Care payment must all complete the same 

eligibility determination process including verification of  

approved activity just as all other families are required to do.



Out of  Home Placements

Foster Careor 
Subsidized Guardians

Foster Care children do not have a 

Wisconsin Shares copay. (They still 

may have a parent share.)

Financial eligibility is based on the 

biological/adoptive parentsõ income 

at the time of  removal. 

Natural Parents Income is verbally 

obtained from CPS.

Court Ordered Kinship

Children with a Court Ordered Placement 
AND receive a Kinship Payment  do not 
have a Wisconsin Shares copay. (They still 
may have a parent share.)

Financial eligibility is based on the 
biological/adoptive parentsõ income at the 
time of  removal. This is obtained verbally 
from CPS.

Children with Court Ordered Placement 
and do NOT receive a Kinship Payment, 
Financial eligibility is based on the Kinship 
Familyõs income and will have a minimal 
Wisconsin Shares copay.

Non-Court Ordered 
Kinship

Children that do not have a Court 

Ordered Placement will have a 

minimal Wisconsin Shares copay. 

Financial eligibility is based on the 

Kinship Familyõs household income, 

regardlessof  whether they receive a 

Kinship Payment.



Not all Foster Care homes are licensed by local County Human Services. 

Some are licensed by private agencies, such as Lutheran Social Services, 
Catholic Charitiesõ or Childrenõs Hospital. 

Worker should contact the child placing agency for the natural parent's income 
and placement information.

Ask them for name of  their social worker and worker will email social worker 
to get verification of the FC/KC placement and natural parentõs information. 



Eligibility



Mandatory Verification Items for 

Wisconsin Shares

ÁIdentity for all parents in the assistance group

ÁCitizenship or qualified immigration status for 
children which Wisconsin Shares is requested for 

ÁSocial Security number or proof  of  an application 
for all children which Wisconsin Shares is requested 
for

ÁWisconsin Residency and Residence (home address)  

ÁApproved Activity participation of  all parents in the 
assistance group

ÁFoster/Kinship Care childõs natural parents income at 
time of  placement 

ÁFoster/Kinship Care Placement

ÁKinship Payment



Exemptions to Cooperating with 

the Child Support Agency
Foster Parents, Relatives or Non-Relative adults caring for a child are not 

required to cooperate with the Child Support Agency for a child that is not 

their biological or adopted child. 

Do not refer to Child Support on the Absent Parent page in CWW

Absent Parent Additional Information  
 

Absent Parent KIDS PIN:   

  

Absence Begin Date:  / /  Absence Reason:   

Refer to IV-D?   Reason for Not Referring:   
 

 



Not subject to Asset Testing

Foster Parents, Subsidized Guardians, Interim Caretakers, 

Relatives with Court-Ordered Placement who receive 

Kinship Care payment, and children in tribal placement 

homes under a substantially similar Wisconsin tribal law, 

are not subject to the asset test.

If  Wisconsin Shares Child Care subsidy is needed for any 

of  their biological children, the asset test will be part of  

the eligibility determination.



Financial Eligibility



Financial Eligibility

ÅFinancial eligibility for Foster families, Subsidized Guardians, Interim 
Caretakers, and Relatives with Court-Order Placement who receive a 
Kinship Care Payment is first based on the natural parentõs income, which 
is tested at 200% of  the Federal Poverty Level (FPL); 

ÅIf  the natural parent income exceeds that limit, financial eligibility is then 
based on the caretaker household income and is tested at 200% FPL.

ÅOther Kinship Care Relatives that do not receive a Kinship Payment, then 
eligibility is based on the Kinship Relatives income.



Financial Eligibility Exception 

Parents requesting Wisconsin Shares Child Care do not need 
to provide verification of  their earnings if  they are requesting 
care for only out-of-home care placement children. 

Workers must obtain the biological or adoptive parent 
income and family size at the time the child was removed 
from the home. This information is available from Child 
Protective Services (CPS) or placement agency.

If  the CPS worker is unable to provide the biological or 
adoptive parentsõ income and AG size, the child shall be 
considered financially eligible. 



This Financial Eligibility determination and

Verification Processis separatefrom the

requirementthat all parentsMust Verify

Participation in an ApprovedActivity asstated

in Section7.8.



Non-Financial Eligibility



Non-Financial 
ÁIdentity for all parents in the 

assistance group

ÁCitizenship or qualified immigration 

status for children which Wisconsin 

Shares is requested for 

ÁSocial Security number or proof  of  

an application for all children which 

Wisconsin Shares is requested for

ÁWisconsin Residency and Residence 

(address)  

ÁApproved activity participation of  all 

parents in the assistance group.

ÁFoster /Kinship Care Placement

ÁReceipt of  Kinship payment 



Verifying Child Placement

ÅAny out of  home placement of  a child must be verified with the court order or temporary CPS placement 
paperwork

ÅThis does not apply to adults acting in place of  a parent and/or those without a court ordered placement. 

ÅVerification supports the type of  eligibility determination that will be used and any special policies for which the 
family may be eligible.

Court Orders from states other than Wisconsin are acceptable. 

Letter from CPS agency must contain: name and address of  placement parent, name and date of  birth of  child, date 
placement began, end date of  placement (if  applicable), name and telephone number of  case worker, and date the letter was 
completed. 

DCF Form  DCF-F-5190-E.





To verify Employment or Self  Employment as 

an Approved Activity

ÁPaystubs

Áan EVFE

ÁFDSH(with parents verbal approval)

ÁTax Returns  

ÁSEIRFs (in limited circumstances)



What about Self  Employment And 

Authorized Hours

Foster Care parents, Subsidized Guardians, and relatives with court-ordered placement 
receiving Kinship Care payment are not subject to the authorization limits.

For the children placed in these homes. Justification for authorized hours must be 
documented in CSAW comments.  

The òHobbyó limit rule still applies for ongoing SEI.



If  they receive a Kinship Care 
Payment, then it must be 
verified.



Coding Foster Care 

and 

Kinship Care

Correctly in CWW



Household 
Relationship

Benefits 
Received

Manual Child 
Care Eligibility

The following CWW pages are used in Child Placement situations. 

Entries on these pages affect eligibility determination: 

The Kinship and Foster Care questions must be answered correctly on the Benefits 

Received page in CWW in order for CWW to determine financial eligibility correctly and 

to assign the correct copay type in CSAW.



HOUSEHOLD RELATIONSHIP



Household Relationships 

The Assistance Group(AG) is determined by how members of  the household are related 

to each other and to the applicant or by who is caring for or filling a parental role of  a 

child. 

If  entries are not correct, the AG is not determined correctly.

Reminders for this page for ALL child placements:

Á Correctly identifying who is filling a parental role of  a child is crucial in correctly determining the 

correct assistance group for a child placement case. 

ÁFoster parents, Relatives, subsidized guardians, and interim caretakers must be indicated as <Filling 

Parental Role>. 



FOSTER CARE
Select: NOT- Not Related ðto indicate the relationship  (unless they are related) 

Select: YES- For Filling the Parental Role



KINSHIP CARE
ÅIndicate how the Kinship Parent is related to the child

ÅSelect: YES- For Filling the Parental Role



BENEFITS RECEIVED PAGE



BENEFITS RECEIVED PAGE 
Entries on this page are very important!

ÅThe Kinship and Foster Care questions 
must be answered correctly on the Benefits 
Received page in CWW in order for CWW 
to determine financial eligibility correctly 
and to assign the correct copay type in 
CSAW.

ÅVerification of  a court order and kinship 
payment affect how eligibility is 
determined and the subsidy amount.

ÅCWW will now pend for the court order. 

ÅOnly indicate kinship or foster information for the 

child who has the relationship. 

ÅKinship Care payment must be verified if  received. 

ÅThe Manual Child Care eligibility page is 

triggered and the biological parentõs income is tested 

at 200% FPL when:

YES is entered for foster/guardianship and foster  

court order; or

YES is entered for Kinship Relationship, Kinship 

Court Order, and Kinship Payment 



Benefits Received (1 of  2): Foster Care

Foster Care children do not have a Wisconsin Shares copay and financial eligibility is 

based on the biological/adoptive parentsõ income at the time of removal, unless natural 

parents income was higher than 200%FPL, then Foster parents income counts.



Benefits Received (2 of  2): Kinship Care

Court Ordered Kinship  and Kinship Payment

Children with a Court Ordered Kinship Placement and receives a Kinship Payment do not have a Wisconsin shares 

copay and their income is based on the natural parents income at the time of  removal, unless natural parents income 

was higher than 200%FPL.



Court Order Kinship Children

and No Kinship Payment
Children with a Court Ordered Kinship Placement and do not receive a Kinship Payment will have a minimal  

Wisconsin shares copay and their income is based on the Kinship Relative's household income.

No Kinship Care Payment

No 



Non-Court Ordered Kinship children                           

With or Without the Kinship Payment
Children that do not have a Court-Ordered placement do have a minimal copay and their 

financial eligibility is based on the Kinship Relativeõs household income, regardless of 

whether they are receiving the Kinship Care Payment

No Court Order



Non-Court Ordered 

Kinship children  continued

Children that do not have a Court-Ordered placement do have a minimal copay and their 

financial eligibility is based on the Kinship Familyõs household income



Pending for Child Placement 

ÁOut of  Home Placement of  a child must be verified with the Court Order or 

temporary CPS placement paperwork

ÁThis does not apply to adults acting in place of  a parent and/or those 

without a Court Ordered placement. 

ÁCWW will pend for FC/KC Court Orders on the Benefits Received Page



Pending for Court Order Foster Care 



Pending for Court Order Kinship Care


